
Extracts from  

Rules and Regulations for the Government and Guidance 
Of the Peterborough Liberty Constabulary 

Printed by Stanton & Son Abbington Street Northampton 1871 
(The book is in Peterborough Museum) 

 
Application to Join (form20) 

To be in own hand writing 
 

1. What is your name 
2. County and Parish born 
3. Age (written in words) 
4. Height 
5. Trade or Calling 
6. Are you an apprentice 
7. Married or Widower, Family 
8. Have you served in the Constabulary or any other Police Force, Army, Navy, 

Coast Guard, Railway or any other Public Situation. 
9. Have you ever been dismissed from any above or resigned. If so for what 

purpose 
10. Are you subject to fits or any other bodily infirmity. 
11. Ever been in gaol if so for what cause. 
12. Are you in dept if so to what amount. 

 
Qualifications 
Age 20 – 30 
Height 5ft 8in. 
Able to read and write of good character, for Honesty, Sobriety, Fidelity and Activity 
Generally intelligent, free from any bodily compliant and of strong constitution. 
If married no more than 2 children. 
References from 2 well known respectable persons 
Must be in possession of a suit of plain cloths, hat and 4 shirts which at all times to 
form part of his necessaries. 
Must have £2 for his support until next payday. 
Rate of pay on joining 18s 6d plus clothing 
Probationary period to be served at Headquarters in order to test qualifications and 
competence before appointment. 
 
 
Oath 
I ………………….. do swear I will and truly serve our Sovereign Lady the Queen in 
the office of Constable in the Police for the Liberty of Peterborough to the best of my 
skill and knowledge so help me god. 
 
Constitution of Force 
1 Chief Constable 
1 Superintendent 
1 Sergeant 1st class 
2 Sergeants 2nd class 
16 Constables 1st, 2nd, and 3rd class 
Total 21 
 



names, residences, and occupations of every Parish or Local Constable in his District, as 
well as those of his own men.  
 
Daily account of Constables appointed under 2nd and 3rd Vict , chap. 93 
Register of Public and Beer Houses. 
Horse Hire. 
Register of Common Lodging Houses.  
Charges. 
Summons and Warrants, amount received on. 
Decisions of Chief Constable. 
 

DUTIES OF INSPECTOR. 
 
102. On the zeal, activity, and intelligence of the Inspector in charge, much will depend ; 
he must be a man of intelligence and discretion, of strictly correct, orderly, and moral 
habits ; and he must never spare himself, nor his men, when the public service requires 
their assistance. He must exact a ready obedience to his orders in every instance, and in 
the event of any man complaining of oppression, he is to report the same to the Chief 
Constable. He must, at all times, uphold his authority, and must not compromise the 
respect due to his rank, by improper familiarity with his men. 
 
103. The Inspector is to reside in the house belonging to the Liberty, at the " head 
quarters of his District," and must not absent himself from his District except on duty, or 
without permission from the Chief Constable or Superintendent. 
 
104. He is to remove from place to place in his District as the Chief Constable may 
direct. 
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